
CEBES-FUNDAHMER
Comunidades Eclesiales de Base, El Salvador

Fundación Hermano Mercedes Ruíz
Apartado Postal A-118, Antiguo Cuscatlán, La Libertad, El Salvador

Telefax  (503) 2243 2126    /    2257 7987
cebesa@telesal.net , fundahmer@telesal.net

Solidarity & Delegations Long-term Volunteer Job Description

Organizational Description

In the last century, the Salvadoran people have endured the assassinations, disappearances, and 
massacres of countless civilians and leaders during a bloody civil war (1980-1992), significant 
economic injustice and exploitation, widespread environmental degradation and an astounding 
number of natural catastrophes. At the same time, the Salvadoran nation remains, on the whole, 
a people of hope, courage, strength, and resilience, and a country full of life, color, great  
beauty, and much history of which to be proud.

FUNDAHMER grew out of the popular, grassroots Christian Base Community movement in El 
Salvador (Comunidades Eclesiales de Base, El Salvador-CEBES), which began in El Salvador’s 
poorest communities in the 1970’s1.  The CEB’s movement in El Salvador fostered courage and 
strength to confront the rampant injustice, repression and violence especially prominent during 
the Civil War. After the Peace Accords were signed in 1992, officially ending war, the 
movement continued, and Fundahmer is one official organization continuing this work.
FUNDAHMER (Fundación Hermano Mercedes Ruíz) was officially registered a non-profit, 
non-governmental organization in the National Salvadoran Directory on August 25, 2000. 

As an organization, we are guided by the principles of solidarity, gender equality and 
environmental responsibility. FUNDAHMER strives to end poverty and to promote the social, 
economic, and spiritual development of individuals and communities. Our work primarily takes 
the form of human development initiatives, education, civil participation, and the fostering of 
relationships of accompaniment and solidarity on local, national and international levels, in 
order to build a more just and peaceful society. 

We draw great inspiration from the life and witness of the many heroes and martyrs of El 
Salvador, including Mons. Oscar Romero, Padre Octavio Ortiz Luna, and countless others.  The 
organization takes its name from an early companion in the movement, Hermano Mercedes 
Ruíz, whose spirit of simplicity, humility and dedication to solidarity continues to serve as an 
inspiration for our work.

Solidarity & Delegations Intern/Volunteer Job Description

The Solidarity Department of FUNDAHMER serves as a bridge between the CEB’s in El 
Salvador and their “communidades de hermanamiento” (sister communities) around the world. 
Regular communication and visits between these communities (“delegations”) is encouraged in 
hopes of strengthening bonds of solidarity and understanding between the communities. These 
visits also serve to provide time and space to develop and implement sustainable development 
projects. Sister communities come from all over the world, in all shapes and sizes: church 

                                               
1

The international Christian Base Community movement grew out of a global call to a more active, engaged and 
inculturated Christian faith informed by concrete engagement with the realities of the world, a return to Biblical study 
and the empowerment of the laity. This was spurred in part by the work of the Second Vatican Council of the Roman 
Catholic Church (1962-65) and the subsequent Conferences of the Latin American Bishops (in Medellín, Colombia in 
1968 and in Puebla, Mexico in 1979) and their articulation of a “theology of liberation.”



communities, university and high school groups, families, etc. Solidarity-Delegation Interns 
assist with all aspects of the fostering and promotion of these sister relationships, primarily 
during the visits of delegations. 

Basic Responsibilities:
 Planning itineraries for each group’s visit
 Accompaniment and support of the delegations during their visits

o Visiting and staying in the communities (simple/rustic conditions)
o Visiting important historical/cultural sites
o Translation and interpretation during the delegations 

 Evaluation with communities and FUNDAHMER after each delegation
 Helping with the planning, organization, and reporting of delegations
 Translation of written communication between the sister communities (letters, 

documents, emails, etc.)
 Helping to establish and promote new international sister communities
 Assisting the Coordinator of the Solidarity Program and other staff with other projects 

that arise

Qualifications:
 A spirit of solidarity with the poor, a dedication to international cooperation, and a 

commitment to simplicity
 Basic knowledge of (and interest in) the political and social reality of Latin America 

and El Salvador in particular, and a willingness to learn more
 Experience working with people from different cultures and backgrounds
 An ability to work in groups (with people from different economic, social, and cultural 

backgrounds)
 A willingness to work long days, weekends and to be “on-call” 24/7 when delegations 

are present
 Flexibility and patience
 A willingness and ability to quickly familiarize oneself with and take on job 

responsibilities
 Facility in both Spanish and English

o Translation skills (both oral and written)
o The ability to communicate well in English (written and spoken)

 Basic familiarity with the computer programs needed for the communication tasks 
(Microsoft Word, Excel, Google platforms etc.)

 One year commitment (start and end dates are negotiable), with openness to further 
commitment pending evaluation

Details:
 Fundahmer will provide an orientation to the organization and the country
 Lodging is available in the “hostel” at Fundahmer for interns/volunteers. Please note

that during large delegations, interns/volunteers (along with other Fundahmer 
employees) may be asked to sleep in more simple/rustic conditions (ie. on a mattress on 
the floor, or in hammocks when out in the communities)

 The volunteer will receive a small stipend from FUNDAHMER on a monthly basis to 
cover their day-to-day expenses in-country. They must secure their own financial 
support for travel and medical expenses, etc.  (Many interns/volunteers seek the support 
of a church community, university, or friends and family).  

 The intern/volunteer is responsible for his or her visa and immigration needs.

For more information, please contact Laurel Marshall, Coordinator of the Solidarity Program, at 
cebes@fundahmer.org.sv or via phone at 2243-2126 (if calling from the US, add 011-503 at the 
start of the number). We look forward to hearing from you!


